
GALEN WMA ADDING 
FORESTED WETLANDS

This 232-acre parcel 
borders the Galen Wildlife 

Management Area (WMA). 
DU partnered with the New 
York State Department of 
Environmental Conservation 
(NYSDEC) to acquire the 
property, which includes 190 
acres of forested wetlands 
and 38 acres of upland 
forest. The wetlands flood 
seasonally, differing yearly 
based on total precipitation. 
Protecting this acreage 
will provide spring and fall 
migration stopover habitat 
for diverse waterfowl 
species. DU will transfer 
the property to NYSDEC 
for long-term management 
and public access to 
hunting, fishing, and other 
recreational opportunities.

MORE PUBLIC ACCESS IN CENTRAL NEW YORK

Peter Scott Swamp WMA is prime habitat for breeding and migrating waterfowl, specifically wood 
ducks, mallards, and Canada geese. DU acquired 155 acres adjacent to the WMA in early 2025. 

Over 80% of the land is comprised of wetland habitat, featuring forested wetlands, scrub shrub, and 
emergent marsh.  The wetlands will be protected in perpetuity and will be transferred to a regional 
land trust, or NYSDEC as part of the Peter Scott WMA.

LOOKING AHEAD AT MONTEZUMA 
WETLANDS COMPLEX

The Sandhill Crane and Kipps Unit, totaling 850 acres 
of wetland at Montezuma National Wildlife Refuge, 

is set for a major enhancement as part of a $3.4 million 
NAWCA grant. DU and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
(USFWS) will collaborate to replace an aging water control 
structure that has reached the end of its 20-year lifespan. 
The current structure is damaged, limiting effective water 
level management. The enhancement, scheduled to 
start this year, will include an aluminum half-round riser, 

upgraded metal stoplogs, and a platform for managers to access, improving dewatering efficiency 
and management. These improvements will enhance habitat quality for wetland-dependent wildlife, 
including Pied-billed Grebe, Black Terns, and Least Bittern, while benefiting waterfowl during 
migration. Currently, there are only three other huntable units outside of Sandhill Crane and Kipps, so 
this work will increase public access to hunters.

NEW YORK MITIGATION UPDATE

IIn 2023-2024, DU constructed three wetland mitigation projects in New York: River Road in the 
Niagara River watershed, Moon Road in the Conewango watershed, and Oatka Creek in the Lower 

Genesee watershed. The River Road project in Porter lies within priority landscapes for pollinator 
conservation and protects and restores habitat near Ramsar wetlands (wetlands that have been 
designated as internationally important under the Ramsar Convention, an environmental treaty). 
Construction consisted of removing culverts and converting a trolley bed into a berm to hold back a 
shallow sheet of water. Moon Road in Stockton uses an innovative 18-inch low, 15-foot wide “speed-
bump” approach to impede and slow the flow 
of surface waters across this fallow, wet former 
hayfield. Shown at full post-rain conditions, the site 
has a diverse mix of emergent plants and is ringed 
by native shrubs and tree plantings. Oatka Creek 
restoration work involved plugging historic ditches, 
recontouring the land to hold back flood waters, 
and seeding and planting of native species. At least 
seven different species of waterfowl have already 
been noted on site post-construction.

MUCKY MARSH WETLAND RESTORATION COMPLETED 

DU   worked with Central New York Land Trust (CNYLT) to secure and enhance the Gardenier Road 
property in Oswego. The 70-acre wetland restoration, funded by a North American Wetlands 

Conservation Act (NAWCA) grant, was a former agricultural field. The wetlands help provide water 
quality benefits to downstream Lake Ontario, less than five miles from the site. Protecting this prop-
erty will ensure that CNYLT can maximize the long-term value of the habitat and provide ecosystem 
services to Lake Ontario and the surrounding communities.
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MEMBERSHIP

Grand Total: 19,094
Members: 18,463
General Members: 16,851
Greenwings: 453
Legacy Greenwing Members: 59
Sponsor Members: 1,100
Major Sponsors: 631
Feather Society Members: 87

STATE FUNDRAISING

Total event income dollars raised: 
$2,558,980
Number of committees: 68
Number of fundraising events: 150
Local chapter volunteers: 763

FY24 FALL FLIGHTS 
INVESTMENTS 
TO CANADIAN PROJECTS

Total Contributions: $1,071,132.00

Location of projects: Ontario, 
Quebec, New Brunswick, Prince 
Edward Island, Newfoundland-
Labrador; South River, Quebec

CONTACT INFORMATION 

Ashley Owens
State Chair
(570) 952-1489
ashleyowens24@aol.com

For Info on DU Events:

Ben Lines
Regional Director - New York City
(262) 442-3473
blines@ducks.org

US CONSERVATION PROGRAMS

Total Acres Conserved in 
the state (historically since 
FY1984): 60,061

Total Acres of Conservation 
in the state (FY2024): 736

Amount spent on projects in 
the state: $51,082,290

Amount spent on projects in 
ATL Flyway (through FY24): 
$309,257,281

Trevor Bentley
Regional Director - Western NY
(585) 735-6667
tbentley@ducks.org

Eric Mathiesen
Regional Director - Eastern NY
(845) 663-3827
emathiesen@ducks.org

Mike Compo
Regional Director -  
Long Island, NY
(315) 523-3848
mcompo@ducks.org

Dan DeLawyer
Director Fundraising  
& Volunteer Relations
(607) 331-8695
ddelawyer@ducks.org

For Info on Becoming  
a Major Sponsor:

Ron Zega
Director of Development
(518) 944-6664
rzega@ducks.org

John Cushman
Director of Development - NYC 
(Metro), Long Island
(631) 926-9432
jcushman@ducks.org

Jake McPherson
Managing Director of 
Development
(410) 690-7346
jmcpherson@ducks.org

For Info on DU’s  
Gift Planning Program:

Wayne Roberts 
Director of Gift Planning
(484) 553-7088
wroberts@ducks.org

For Info on New York’s 
Conservation Programs: 

Matthew Wagner
Regional Biologist
(315) 800-7893
mwagner@ducks.org

Mary Beth Poli
Manager of Conservation 
Programs, Mitigation
(802) 855-4827
mpoli@ducks.org

Brandy Neveldine
Manager of  
Conservation Programs
(585) 506-8156
bneveldine@ducks.org

For more information about  
DU’s work in your state visit

ducks.org/new-york7322 Newman Boulevard
Building 2 Suite 200, Dexter, MI 48130
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