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MATTAMUSKEET FARM UNIT

he nearly 400-acre enhancement project at the Farm

Unit on Lake Mattamuskeet National Wildlife Refuge is
now officially underway. After navigating a few funding
and scheduling hurdles, construction has begun on this
important effort to strengthen habitat management and
give refuge staff greater ability to manage water levels
across the units. Planned improvements include replacing
an aging pump and diesel power unit with a new elec-
tric pump, repairing a bulkhead, enhancing an existing
water control structure with new pipe and a flap gate,
and raising an existing dike to expand flooding capacity
for habitat management. Electrical service will also be
extended to the new pump, allowing for quieter, more
efficient operation without the need for a diesel genera-
tor. This is a significant step forward for one of the premier
wildlife refuges along the Atlantic Flyway.

BIG SWAMP ACQUISITION
ucks Unlimited supported Open Space Institute and the North Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission in the acquisition of roughly
2,500 acres in Robeson County. DU wrote a North American Wetlands Conservation Act grant proposal that contributed $500,000 to
the acquisition. Big Swamp is part of an unfragmented patch of natural habitat considered an “intact habitat core.” It consists of primarily
forested wetlands and includes diverse riparian swamp that is important for wood ducks and other waterfowl. The property will be incor-
porated into the Game Lands program and be open for public access, including hunting.
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US CONSERVATION PROGRAMS

Total Acres Conserved in the
state (historically since FY1984):
150,433

Total Acres of Conservation in the
state (FY2025): 2,121

Amount spent on projects in the
state: $37,773,862

Amount spent on projects in
ATL Flyway (through FY2025):

$358,750,076
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